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UDL Environmental Design
Review Panel - What do we do ?
The aim of the UDL Environmental Design Review Panel is to
provide expert impartial design advice and guidance not routinely
provided by local authorities or other design review panels.
This means we review schemes not seen by local panels. These
can be planning application schemes, streets and public realm
schemes and large-scale transport and infrastructure projects.
We provide expert advice on a wide range of projects with a
special focus and expertise on, but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public realm alternations including highway engineering
schemes
Bio-diversity improvement proposals
Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)
Design codes and guides
Area based or generic strategies and policies
Sustainable buildings

Why use our panel ?
The design review process is recognised by Government as a key
tool in improving the quality of our built environment and helping
us achieve more sustainable places. This is ever more critical as
we respond to climate breakdown.
Our panel can help you assess whether schemes will meet urban
greening factor and biodiversity net gain policies, use appropriate
resource efficient construction approaches and create climate
responsible buildings and places, and promote and allow for
active travel, healthy and sustainable lifestyles.

How to Arrange a Review
Local authorities or public bodies such as Transport for
London generally request the reviews although we do welcome
applications for review from other organisations, such as the
private sector.
If you have a scheme for review please get in touch with the
UDL Panel Manager.
Because all schemes and advice requirements are different, we
offer four different types of sessions:
•
•
•
•

Design Reviews - most commonly used
Design Workshops - bespoke to your needs
Desk Top Reviews - shorter follow on evaluations
Design Support - ongoing informal advice

If you want something different please let us know. We are
happy to be flexible about the type of reviews and advice we
offer.

How Design Reviews work
Reviews are normally around two hours long. We will sort out
who will be on the panel and send invites and background
information, including explaining what the session will focus
on, in advance.
Just before the session there will be a briefing for the panel
including an outline of the proposal and the main issues to
consider.
During a review, the scheme developer will present their ideas
which the panel will respond to with questions and comments.
The Chair will sum up and after the review a letter setting out
the main comments will be prepared and send to the scheme
developer.
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A step-by-step process 		

What does it cost ?

Step 1:

UDL members may qualify for free reviews of street, public realm and landscape schemes as
some are currently included in their yearly subscription. Please ask for details. Non Members
will be charged for these services.

The Chair will introduce the Panel and other
attendees.

Step 2:

A concise presentation by the design 		
team.

Step 3:

Panel asks questions of fact.

Step 4:

The Panel evaluate the proposal and provide
independent and practical advice on how the
proposal may be improved.

Step 5:

The Chair will manage the discussion and
ensure that the scheme is fully understood
by the Panel Members and comments are
appropriate for the stage of the project
and constraints. The Chair will also focus
discussion on the issues raised by the design
team and where appropriate the planning
authority.

Step 6:

The Chair will provide a verbal summary at the
end of the session.

Step 7:

A letter summarising the review findings will
be sent to the design team and local authority
where relevant.

Design Review for large scale transport and infrastructure projects or for building,
masterplanning and plan-making proposals will be subject to a fee.
•

Design Review 		

£3950 + VAT

•

Desk Top Review

£1500 + VAT

•

Design Support 		

£1550 - £2950 + VAT depending on details

Travel expenses, catering and hire of venue will be agreed in advance and charged at cost
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Panel Members
Our Panel Members include
landscape architects, urban
designers, environmental
design professionals, transport
planners and highway engineers.
As well as experts in architecture
and planning.

Amir Ramezani

Director,
Avanti Architects

Carla Smyth
Head of Design,
LLDC

David Ifould

Landscape Architect,
Groundwork London

Anthony McColy
Managing Director,
McCloy Consulting

Danielle Parfitt

Director,
Water and Environment

Diana Yu

Senior Associate,
ADAM Architecture

Brian Deegan

Technical Director,
Urban Movement

David Bonnett

Consultant Architect,
David Bonnet Associates

Esther Kurland

Director,
Urban Design London
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Fenella Griffin

Fred Manson

George Warren

Water Management Lead,
Anglian Water

Head of Planting Design,
Gillespies LLP

Giulio Ferrini

Heike Neurobr

Partner Lead Design Studio,
Hawkins/Brown

Helen McHollan

Jessica Bastock

Head of Built Environment,
Sustans London

John Roberts

Judith Puckmayr

Kruti Patel

Meaghan Kombol

Partner,
Untitled Practice

Principal Engineer,
TEPG Ltd

Associate Director,
Heatherwick Studio

Senior Landscape Architect &
SuDS Designer

Associate Director,
Illman Young Landscape Design

Senior Associate,
Metropolitan Workshop

Giacomo Guzzon

Service Manager,
LB Hammersmith & Fulham

Senior Spacial Planning Officer,
Croydon Council
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Mellis Harward

Mei-Yee Man Oram

Neha Tayal

Director,
Archio Ltd.

Access and Inclusion Lead,
ARUP

Principal Urban Design Officer,
LB Havering

Pankit Shah

Paul Campbell

Flood & Water Lead,
LB Haringey

Park Projects & Strategy Manager,
B&H City Council

Paul Dodd

Phil Jones

Rosie Sargen

Managing Director,
Phil Jones Associates

Senior Landscape Architect,
SpaceHub

Head of Design Advice,
Urban Design London

Shade Abdul
Director,
Deft. Space

Nivedita Vijayan

Associate Director,
Jacobs

Peter Massini
Director,
Future Nature Consulting Ltd.

Stacy Dowding

Technical Director,
WSP

Palestra
197 Blackfriars Road
SE1 8NJ
e: info@urbandesignlondon.com

