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Urban Design Reading List 

July 2007

There is just so much information around on design at the moment – it can be quite bewildering.  To help, this reading list pulls together many of the best guides and studies available on design issues. The list has been split into sections to help you find what you need.  There is also a recommended short list for those who want an introduction to urban design. 

Most documents are available from web sites and the list includes links.  We have tried to put the links directly to the pdfs, but this is not always possible so you may have to do a little digging in the appropriate site at times.

Hard copy of most documents can also be obtained free from the publishers. But some need to be paid for, and this is indicated where relevent.

New documents are coming along all the time. Urban Design London will update this list as often as we can – but please remember this version was put together in July 2007.  Later documents are not listed below.

The Short list

If you are looking for documents that explain the basics of what good urban design is about have a look at the following;
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· The Councillor's Guide to Urban Design (2003)  - pulls together lots of advice and information from other documents.  It is a really good starting point. Download The Councillor's Guide to Urban Design
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· Design and Access statements - how to write, read and use them (from cabe site) explains what statements are and what they should contain. Download Design and Access Statements.
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· Design at a glance: a quick reference to national design policy - |

· pulls together key policy quotes from across the range of PPSs and PPGs. It aims to make it easier for all involved in the planning system to  



        understand the high design quality demanded by 



        national policy. It sends a powerful message that good 


        design is a key part of our national planning system. 
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· Protecting Design Quality in Planning (2003) explains specifically, but succinctly, how good design can be achieved within the planning system. Download Protecting Design Quality in Planning.

· For a more entertaining read the Dictionary of Urbanism by Urban Design Group director Rob Cowen explains what it is all about. Order the Dictionary of Urbanism (hardback, £29.95, ISBN 0-9544330-0-9) online at www.urbanwords.info 
Guidance on Specific Issues
Residential development – quality, density and parking issues

· PPS3 sets out national policy on these issues.  It includes design quality, density, parking and quality monitoring policies.  It is available on CLGs website – just search for PPS3.  It also has a companion guide, Better Places to Live by Design, which can be downloaded at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1144788. 

This document explains how the general principles of good design should be applied to housing development.  

· The Building for Life is an award scheme run by English Partnerships, the Civic Trust, the Housebuilders Federation and CABE.  Built developments are judged against 20 design criteria.  These criteria can also be used to check the quality of proposed schemes. Pictures and descriptions of award winners are on the BfL web site, and there are documents that describe the criteria – the best is the criteria guide - it is quick and easy to flick through. Download this document 
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For more indepth information there is also the Building For Life Manifesto (2002) Download the Building For Life Manifesto  and Building for Life: an introduction (2002)Download the Building for Life Launch Brochure 

CABE are due to publish a guide to using BfL at the application stage during the summer of 2007.  This should be a very useful tool, available at www.cabe.org.uk
· Essex County Council has been working on a neat little document on these subjects – quite practical although a bit detailed– but worth taking a look at. It is produced under the Essex Design initiative and is called Urban Place Supplement at www.the-edi.co.uk 

· Housing density is a complex and difficult issue.  The London Plan includes a matrix of appropriate density ranges for different types of housing (flat, house etc) in different types of area (town centre, suburb etc).  These ranges are based on research done in the 1990’s.  The GLA proposes changes to this matrix during 2006.  The alterations can be found at http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/further-alts/docs/further-alts-all.pdf Chapter 3A and Annex 1 page A8.

· For a shorter guide to housing density the South East of England Regional Assembly has also produced a good document called the Councillor’s toolbox – making the best use of land. This can be found at www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/publications/policy/councillors_toolbox.pdf 

· English Partnerships published a useful guide in May 2006, which explains the best approaches to car parking design for different housing densities. To order either a CD-Rom or a hard copy please complete the 

Publications Order Form
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· CABE’s housing audits and accompanying resident’s surveys – looked at housing quality and residents attitudes across England.  This work was done from 2004 to 2006 and there are a number of documents available on the work.  For example –“what it’s like to live there”  which includes thoughts on parking issues. 
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Town Centres

· PPS6 sets national policy and include clear requirements for good design.  The PPS has accompanying guidance on design and implementation tools which explains how to deal with parking, create active, safe and vibrant streets etc and gives detailed design advice. Download this document. 

· The British Council for Shopping Centres BCSC has published design guidance for small town centres. Smaller Towns Report (2004). This defines the five key issues that determine the success or failure of towns and smaller cities : Catchments, Competition, Character, Choice & Convenience and has some good case studies. It is no longer available as hard copy, but can be downloaded by BCSC members, which many councils are, from their web site at http://www.bcsc.org.uk/publication.asp?pub_id=151

Design Policy 

There is certainly a lot of design policy around – from national to London to borough policies. The following documents provide advice on interpreting and implimenting national or local design policy. |
· PPS1 includes the overarching national design policies (put in link to it at DCLG site).  This calls for all new development to be well designed and try and improve the place.
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· By Design- urban design in the planning system: towards better practice is the granddaddy of design planning policy.  Quoted in Planning Policy Statement 1 as a material consideration for planning applications, it sets down the principles of good design.
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· Design at a glance: a quick reference to national design policy |

· pulls together key policy quotes from across the range of PPSs and PPGs. It aims to make it easier for all involved in the planning system to understand the high 




        design quality demanded by national policy. It 




        sends a powerful message that good design is a 



        key part of our national planning system. 
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· Protecting Design Quality in Planning (2003) explains specifically, but succinctly, how good design can be achieved within the planning system. Download Protecting Design Quality in Planning.

· The Councillor's Guide to Urban Design (2003) pulls together lots of advice and information from other documents.  It is a really good starting point. Download The Councillor's Guide to Urban Design
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· The Urban Design Compendium is also a very good reference document explaining how to achieve good design. Written by English Partnerships you can order a copy from http://www.englishpartnerships.co.uk/PublicationsOrderForm.aspx. 

It is being updated at the moment.

· Making design policy work: how to deliver good design through your local development framework sets out five fundamental factors for good local design policies. It explains where different types of policy can fit into the different local development plan documents, and suggests key objectives for a range of design policies from landscaping to architecture. 
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· For a more entertaining read the Dictionary of Urbanism by Urban Design Group director Rob Cowen explains what it is all about. Order the Dictionary of Urbanism (hardback, £29.95, ISBN 0-9544330-0-9) online at www.urbanwords.info 
Building Tall

There always seems to be press articles, exhibitions and expert opinions coming forward on this subject, not always as balanced or accurate as they could be. But here is some of the more official policy and guidance worth having a look at:

· The English Heritage/CABE Guidance on Tall Buildings.  This is about to be updated, but it is a good starting point for information on how to assess tall building proposals Download Guidance on Tall Buildings 2003
An update is due to be published shortly.
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· CABE are also working on a Design Reviewed document on tall buildings – this will give lessons learnt from the tall building proposals that they see through Design Review – but it’s not out yet.  Look out for it at www.cabe.org.uk
· The London plan policies in chapter 4B have weight in the planning system and give a relatively comprehensive list of things to think about when assessing a tall building proposal – and about identifying where to put tall buildings. It also has policies on managing long distance views in London, but the GLA has not yet published the final details of how this will work. Ref The London Plan  2003 (GLA) http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/index.jsp
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· London’s View Management Framework is due to be published by the GLA in July 2007.   This will explain how the impact of tall building proposals on should be considered.

· Both the CABE/English Heritage guidance and the London Plan call on councils to do a study of their area to identify where tall buildings should be built.  If you would like to have a look at examples of these studies try Bristol City’s guidance. (http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Planning/planning-policy-documents/planning-policy-documents.en?page=2) or Brighton’s work (Brighton & Hove City Council - tall buildings study).
Parks and green spaces

Green spaces are a vital part of London.  But they are not always of the best quality, or well managed.  The London Plan calls for Boroughs to produce green space strategies, and there are relevant policies in that document.  But there are other practical  guides that explain how best to plan and manage open space. 

A guide to producing parks and green space management plans



 Date: 01 May 2004

Summary: This guide has been produced to enable anyone involved in the management of publicly accessible parks and green space to write management plans that help them to manage, maintain, develop and improve their green space in the most appropriate way.

|

 

Green space strategies: a good practice guide



|

 Date: 01 May 2004

Summary: Green Space strategies, a good practice guide aims to help local authorities to undertake robust assessments of their green space provision, setting out a vision for the whole of its green space and the goals it wants to achieve. Local authorities that have already prepared strategies have found that they are key to bringing extra investment for green spaces, as well as ensuring they meet the needs of the community.

 

Green space strategies: making the most of your parks and 


          green spaces


         
|

          Date: 01 January 2004

 

Start with the park: creating sustainable urban green spaces in areas 

 of housing growth and renewal



|

 Date: 01 July 2005

Summary:  

Start with the park is a good practice guide for everyone involved in the processes of sustainable growth and renewal in England. It is particularly relevant to the creation and care of green spaces in housing growth areas and housing market renewal areas. It will inform and inspire strategic decision-makers working in local delivery and partnership bodies, local and regional authorities, government departments and other national agencies, private developers, housebuilders and registered social landlords and community and voluntary sector groups. 

Historic Conservation
At one time people thought that modern style architecture and the proper management of our historic environment just couldn’t go together.  But this has been proved not to be the case, time and again.  

To help explain how new development and established areas can work together English Heritage and CABE published: 
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· Building in context: New development in historic
areas
 which includes examples and good practice advice.
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· Moving towards excellence in urban design and conservation also gives advice on how conservation and urban design can work best together.

Design tools – Statements, Coding and Master planning

Design and Access Statements are now required with most types of planning applications.  They should explain and justify the design of the scheme proposed.

· Design and Access statements, how to write, read and use them (from cabe site) explains what statements are and what they should contain.

· The Disability Rights Commission offers useful advice on access statements (http://www.drc-gb.org/).

Design coding is where the core features of any future development, like height, road width, and other basic design principles are agreed very early on.  In some cases this can mean that planning permission is then automatic for the detailed designs of buildings or spaces where they follow the code. The following reports explain how codes can be used.
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· The use of urban design codes: building sustainable communities
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· Design coding: testing its use in England
One thing is clear from these studies.  To be successful codes need good masterplanning.  This is where a site is very carefully assessed, all the constraints and opportunities considered and the principles for its development set out in few words and an indicative drawing showing roughly where buildings, roads and open spaces would go. The following document gives good, clear advice on how to do masterplanning.
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 Creating successful masterplans: a guide for clients
http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=451&field=sitesearch&term=creating%20successful&type=0

HIGHWAY DESIGN

· A key document influencing design at the moment is the newly published and long awaited  Manual for Streets.  This replaces Design Bulletin 32 - Residential Roads and Footpaths.  The Manual can be found on the Department of Transport’s website. 

· One of the issues raised in the Manual is how to deal with risk in street design.  CABE have also produced a document that helps with this issue called ‘What are we Scared of? The value of risk in designing public spaces.
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· Transport for London have also produced a Streetscape Manual which advices on detailed highway and public realm design issues.

· Legible London is a very interesting project being coordinated by the Central London Partnership and TfL.  It looks at ways of designing and managing streets and public spaces to make it easier and more appealing for people to walk about the city.  For example it included a tube map which shows were it is quicker to walk between stations than get the tube.  Google Legible London to find the document and news on the project.

DESIGN REVIEW SERIES OF DOCUMENTS:

Cabe operates a Design Review Service which provides comments on a very limited number of schemes each year.  These documents disseminate good practice and lessons learnt from design reviewed schemes.
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· Design review: How CABE evaluates quality in architecture and urban design
            Guidance on how CABE evaluates schemes, from site        

            planning through to the final project.
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· How to do design review: Creating and running a successful panel 

            A useful guide to setting up and running your own design       

            review panel.  There is also a DVD available from CABE     

            which shows how design review works.
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· Design Review-ed: Issue 2 (2005). An annual review of some of the most significant building and public space projects seen by CABE's expert design panel in 2004-05.Download the full report
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· Design Review-ed: Urban Housing - Lessons learnt from Projects Reviewed by CABE’s Expert Design Panel (2004) Download the full report 
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· Design Review-ed: Town Centre Retail - Lessons learnt from projects reviewed by CABE's expert design panel (2004) Download Design Review-ed: Town Centre Retail 
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· Design Review-ed: Masterplans - Lessons learnt from projects reviewed by CABE's expert design panel (2004) Download Design Review-ed: Masterplans 
You may be thinking about setting up your own design review panel.  If so have a look at this:
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How to do Design Review

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1373
There is also an advice note on Borough panels on UDL’s website.

DESIGN AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS

There is considerable concern around at the moment about the quality of new public buildings.  In particular, work is being done to try and ensure new and altered schools and hospitals are well designed.  CABE have produced a series of guides that can help, particularly dealing with school design, including:

 

Building Schools for the Future, a Client Guide
http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=328&field=sectionsearchterm&term=school&type=2


Picturing School Design
http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=457&field=sectionsearchterm&term=school&type=2


Being involved in school design
http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=455&field=sectionsearchterm&term=school&type=2


Achieving well designed schools through PFI 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=456&field=sectionsearchterm&term=school&type=2

Sustainable Design and Construction

There is a lot of information coming forward at the moment, much of which can be a bit confusing.  I would suggest that the first place to look is the GLA’s London Plan policies and SPG on the subject,  from their website.

But for an interesting introduction into some of the key research have a look at the TCPA’s series of documents available from their website, particularly:

· Sustainable Energy ‘By Design’  a TCPA ‘By Design’ guide to sustainable communities

· Climate Change Adaptation by Design

STREETS
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Paved with Gold : the real value of street design 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1956&field=sitesearch&term=paved%20with%20gold&type=0
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Living with risk: promoting better public space design 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1930&field=sitesearch&term=Living%20with%20risk&type=0

HOUSING 
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Actions for housing growth: creating a legacy of great places  

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1759&field=sitesearch&term=Actions%20for%20housing%20growth:%20&type=0
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Better public building 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1649

SCHOOLS 
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Creating excellent secondary schools: a guide for clients 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1935&field=sitesearch&term=Creating%20excellent%20secondary%20schools:%20&type=0

HEALTH
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Designed with care: design and neighbourhood healthcare buildings 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1158&field=sitesearch&term=Designed%20with%20care&type=0
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